DE-RP07-04ID14615  “TANK WASTE ENHANCED PROCESSING”

LETTER TO PROSPECTIVE OFFERORS

Prospective Offerors:

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) requests qualified sources to submit proposals to demonstrate break through tank waste processing technologies that are deployable in the near term to significantly accelerate the schedule and/or reducing the cost and risk of the U. S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Environmental Management (EM) High Level Radioactive Waste (HLW) Program.  DOE is solely interested in technologies involving waste separation or high-temperature immobilization.  A description of the work to be performed is set forth in Section C of this Request for Proposal (RFP) document.  This acquisition is not set-aside for small businesses.  Foreign sources are eligible to submit proposals.

The purpose of this Executive Summary Letter is to provide some of the salient elements of the RFP.  However, this letter is not an integral part of the RFP.  In the event of any conflict between this letter and the RFP, the RFP shall take precedence.

Anticipated Contract Type and Set Aside Information
As a result of this solicitation, DOE-ID contemplates award of firm-fixed-price contract(s).  Milestone progress payments for completion of three statement of work tasks may be proposed and incorporated into the contract award.  Sources will neither be rewarded nor penalized in evaluations for requesting progress payments.

Available Funding  and Period of Performance
$1,500,000 in funding is available for awards made from this RFP.  Multiple contract awards may be made.  The period of performance is anticipated to be for a period of six months from the date of award of contract.  Award is expected to be in February 2005.  

Award of Initial Proposals/Competitive Range
The Government intends to select and award a contract without discussions, based upon an acceptable offer and initial proposals. Therefore, it is particularly important that each offeror provide its best proposal. In the event that awards are not made on an initial offer and proposal, the Government shall establish a competitive range, and conduct negotiations.

Evaluation Criteria
DOE will evaluate proposals submitted in accordance with FAR Part 15, as supplemented by the DEAR and DOE acquisition policies and procedures, and the factors identified in this solicitation. 

DOE’s intention is to ensure that both separation and immobilization technologies are addressed by this solicitation and desires to make awards in both technical areas.  At the discretion of the SSO, a lower scoring proposal from a technical area may be awarded to ensure that both technical areas are represented.

Offerors should be aware that Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB) concerns may be entitled to a price evaluation adjustment in accordance with the Section I contract clause entitled, “FAR 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns.”
Offerors that are Historically Underutilized Business Zone (HUBZone) Small Business Concerns may be entitled to a price evaluation adjustment in accordance with the Section I clause entitled, “FAR 52.219-4, Notice of Price Evaluation Preference for HUBZone Small Business Concerns.”  

Intention to Propose
To enable DOE to anticipate the number of submissions to be evaluated, offerors are encouraged to advise DOE about their intent to propose.  A notification of intent to propose should be sent via either an e-mail message to Ms. Kathleen Stallman, at stallmkm@id.doe.gov or a facsimile message (to the attention of Kathleen Stallman) at (208) 526-5548, no later than 20 calendar days before the proposal due date.  (Failure to provide a notification will not disallow submittal of a proposal.)

Proposal Information/Due Date
Proposals must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the instructions contained in Section L.  Offerors will allow 180 calendar days from the date of their proposal for acceptance thereof by the Government. This RFP does not commit the Government to pay any costs for the preparation and submission of proposals.

Proposals are due no later than November 29, 2004, 4:00 p.m., local time, in accordance with the requirements in Section L.

Offerors are cautioned that late proposals, modifications, and withdrawals will be treated in accordance with the provision titled “INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS-COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION (Jan 2004)” in Section L of the RFP.  

RFP and Source List
The Request for Proposal will be issued electronically on the Department of Energy’s “e-center” web site at http://e-center.doe.gov/.  However, submission of proposals will be via hard copy rather than a posting of an electronic proposal on the web site.  No paper copies of the solicitation or solicitation attachments will be provided.  

Project Description
For a complete and detailed description of the scope of work, refer to RFP Section C (with attachments).  The Government will not take title to any Contractor test platform equipment used in performance of the work.  

Pre-proposal Conference

A pre-proposal conference will not be held for prospective offerors. 

Questions and Answers
Prospective offerors may submit written questions concerning the solicitation either via e-mail or facsimile to Ms. Kathleen Stallman at the point of contact information stated in Section L and during the window of time allowing for submittal of questions.  Answers will be provided via a posting of a “Questions and Answers” document on the e-center website inclusive of any associated Amendment to the RFP.  No changes to the RFP are to be assumed; any RFP change must be incorporated by written amendment to the RFP to be applicable. Telephonic questions shall not be answered.  Questions must clearly specify the RFP areas (section, page, etc.) to which they apply.

Economical Proposals
Offerors are cautioned to examine the entire RFP carefully.  Proposals should be prepared with maximum economy, consistent with the particulars of the RFP, to ensure that the resources of both offerors and evaluators are efficiently utilized. Any costs associated with preparation of the proposal will be borne by the offeror and will not be reimbursed by the Government.

The Department of Energy appreciates Offerors’ efforts in preparing proposals in an effort to fill the Government’s need in this area.   Although some of the waste that is targeted by this solicitation may ultimately be affected by the outcome of litigation regarding DOE classification of tank wastes, this is a technology demonstration activity only, and will use surrogate, i.e. non-radioactive, waste and would proceed without regard to the litigation status.  Therefore, prospective offerors should be confident that this solicitation and resultant contracting will proceed on or near the defined schedule.  The Department anticipates obtaining beneficial data from any awarded contracts that will further the accelerations of its efforts to remediate tank wastes. 

Sincerely,

T. Wade Hillebrant
Contracting Officer
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