1. Question:  We plan on acquiring the production line and license the technology of a large business RAD portal manufacturer.  Consequently, this production line, with a minimum 3 years of production experience, will now be a small business owned by us.  Under this scenario, will we be qualified to bid on this opportunity?
Answer:  The government intends to procure commercially available equipment produced by a manufacturer with at least three years experience in the production and manufacture of neutron and gamma radiation detection equipment.  A newly acquired product line will not satisfy the experience requirement unless the acquiring entity has three or more years experience in the production and manufacture of neutron and gamma radiation detection equipment.  See question three for more information on this topic.

 
2. Question:  Is there any information you can share regarding the timeline after successful testing at LANL and the awarding of contracts?  Specifically, after the award, when will the winning companies be required to deliver finished monitors and what will the monthly rate be?

Answer:  The government intends to award contracts before the end of the calendar year.  Successful offerors will be awarded contracts depending on their production capabilities, program need, and available funding.  The government currently projects procuring up to 5000 radiation portal monitors over a five year period. Approximately 80% will be vehicle monitors, 10% will be pedestrian, and 10% will be rail monitors.  

 

3. Question:  The response to Question 12 states in relevant part:  Yes, a small business service vendor may include (and be evaluated on the basis of) the equipment manufacturing experience, product line and demonstration results of the manufacturer commercial supplier.  Consistent with the response to Question 12, may an offeror that is a small business manufacturer, be evaluated on the basis of the equipment manufacturing experience and commercial equipment of a team member?

Answer The government intends to procure commercially available equipment produced by a manufacturer with at least three years experience in the production and manufacture of neutron/gamma radiation detection equipment.  This requirement does permit an offeror to satisfy the three year experience requirement by relying upon the production and manufacture experience of a team member provided that the equipment proposed is produced and manufactured by the team member whose experience is used to satisfy the minimum experience requirement.  In the event this procurement is set aside for small business, FAR 19.502-2(c) provides that:  "any concern proposing to furnish a product that it did not itself manufacture must furnish the product of a small business manufacturer ...."  For more information on small business team affiliation see 13 CFR 121.103(f)(3).
