
BUILDING AMERICA: 





DE-PS26-04NT42068-05
ESTIMATED FUNDS AVAILABLE: $450,000

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PROJECTS:  Up to six

FUNDING CEILING/EXPECTED RANGE OF FUNDING:  The Federal share of the cost for any individual project will not exceed $100,000. 

COST SHARE:  20% cost share is required; however 50% is encouraged. Extra consideration will be given for higher levels of cost sharing. 

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES:  Building America is an industry-driven, cost-shared program. The objective of the Program is to apply systems engineering approaches to the development of new residential buildings and improvement of existing residential buildings, including production techniques, products, and technologies that result in higher quality, energy-efficient housing while maintaining profitability and competitiveness of home builders and product suppliers.  The primary function of Building America is research, technology implementation, and technical support for making houses more energy efficient.  There are five Building America consortia composed of companies representing various segments of the building industry such as architects, engineers, builders, equipment manufacturers, material suppliers, community planners, mortgage lenders, and contractor trades with one team leader directing each team.  By having all building disciplines work together, Building America is able to do research on the whole building as a system to create building system performance packages.  More description of the Building America Program and the list of contacts for the consortia can be found at: http://www.eere.energy.gov/buildings/building_america/

PROJECTS REQUESTED/AREAS OF INTEREST: The research that States propose for this solicitation should coordinate with Building America’s goal of creating building system performance packages that make new houses 40% to 70% more energy efficient than houses built to the local building code and existing houses 30% more energy efficient than code.  An example is a systems performance package that reduces energy consumption for home heating, and hot water heating by 40% compared to typical practices in one class of housing and one climate zone of the state.  A typical approach might do some or all of the following: develop an optimized design, test the design in a house, redesign it, test it again, then publish results and create ways to get the results into regular building practice such as with a design manual or training curriculum.  Since Building America is a research program, not a deployment program, other organizations shall take over to deploy the results.

States are in a good position to know what building practices and housing types have the most need for improvement in their state.  States should form teams with builders, Building America consortia, and other organizations in the state on a strategy to meet the State’s and Building America’s goals.  

The Building America consortia and Department of Energy Laboratories offer free technical assistance for building design reviews, energy modeling, performance specification writing, training and workshops, on-site consulting and access to existing Building America research.  Technical assistance is not unlimited and is subject to review and approval of Building America program management.  Teams must work with the Building America laboratories (the National Renewable Energy Laboratory and the Oak Ridge National Laboratory) to coordinate reporting and publicity.  States are encouraged to have less experienced team members work with the Building America consortia in order to develop the expertise in energy efficient building design and construction.

The best projects will focus on research to create building performance packages that are tested in houses although good projects that are only laboratory research will be considered.  Projects that focus on whole house systems and subsystems will be favored over projects focused on improving building components alone.

Projects that address benefits in addition to energy efficiency such as using fewer materials and better environmental quality are encouraged.

Training of homebuilders and remodelers is an example of an activity that will be considered for this solicitation.  Projects to set up training that is expected to continue after the grant is over such as training that becomes a regular part of a university curriculum, green building program, or home builders’ association program are preferred to one time training workshops.

Applications should address the elements listed in the Evaluation Criteria and shall be as specific as possible as to the research that will be done and expected results.  Applications should indicate how the results will be reported.  Indicate when there will be press events, research reports, training plans, and reports on lessons learned.

Evidence of building industry involvement in creating the proposal and specific commitments in the application from organizations that will do the work indicate the application is more likely to be successful.

Funding received under this solicitation may not be used to cover the costs of building materials, construction, or labor used in construction or renovation.  

It is important to explain the types and sources of funding in the application.  The value of the buildings that are built can be used as Cost Sharing.  None of the funding in the application is intended to go to the Building America consortia since they provide free technical assistance for the project.  The application should, however, contain an estimate of the value and kind of assistance the Building America team is expected to provide to the project.  Technical assistance is not unlimited and is subject to review and approval of Building America program management.  It is also important to explain how the funding will be used.  

EVALUATION CRITERIA:  Applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

1.
Understanding of building industry needs, clear statement of project goals and objectives, and clearly stated deliverables and measures of success tied to the goals of the solicitation. (20 points)

2.
Demonstrated match of application focus with activities of one or more Building America industry team. (20 points)

3.
Capabilities of the team as shown by past history of successful involvement with cost-shared industry partnership projects, and team members’ education, experience, and previous success in exploiting advanced technologies for improving energy efficiency while minimizing cost or achieving other goals of Building America. (30 points)

4. Viability of approach for achieving objectives. (20 points)
5. Level and type of cost sharing included in the application. (10 points)

