CLEAN CITIES COALITION SUPPORT:


DE-PS26-04NT42068-01D:

ESTIMATED FUNDS AVAILABLE:  $600,000
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PROJECTS:  30

FUNDING CEILINGS/EXPECTED RANGE OF FUNDING:  Approximately $600,000; Maximum per Project $20,000 

COST SHARE:  50% non-Federal cost share with 50% of this amount in cash. 
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES:  The goal of the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Clean Cities program is to accelerate the development of a sustainable alternative fuels market through public/private Clean Cities partnerships formed around the country.  The program will continue to provide funds to State Energy Offices for Special Projects to support Clean Cities’ alternative fuels and AFVs through the development of infrastructure, niche markets, idle reduction technologies, and strategic alliances between the Federal, State and local government partners and private sector Clean Cities stakeholders.

The Clean Cities program is offering funding in to help ensure that local Clean Cities coalitions are vibrant, active coalitions enabling fleet customers to increase their use of AFVs.  This sub-solicitation for coalition support is interested in projects that promote coalition activities.
Proposals must include the Clean Cities Cover Sheet (Exhibit 1) which summarizes significant proposal elements.

PROJECTS REQUESTED/AREAS OF INTEREST:  Clean Cities coalitions are the force behind alternative fuel activities and progress in each geographic region.  They provide the organization, the motivation, and the staff to direct and sustain local activities.  Activities can include, but are not limited to: facilitating the sales of alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs) by interacting with perspective fleet customers and AFV dealers, organizing and holding “Advancing the AFV Choice” events; developing fund-raising strategies and/or writing grant proposals; holding public education and outreach campaigns; organizing and hosting stakeholder meetings; providing project management services to select AFV projects; and promoting training programs on the maintenance of AFVs.

Therefore, DOE will provide financial support to a limited number of coalitions that are able to describe a process and time frame to accomplish the following requirements:

1. Describe how the coalition intends to meet the Clean Cities performance goal to increase AFVs by 17% in 2004.  Alternative fuel vehicles defined by EPAct will count as a contribution towards the 17% goal.
2. Organize and host at least one targeted niche market event in conjunction with an auto or truck manufacturer with the intent to sell AFVs; include attendance lists in progress reports.
3. Confirm the existence, operation, and the average amount and price of fuel sold annually, of all AFV refueling sites in the coalition area as shown in the Alternative Fuel Data Center (AFDC) station locator, and keep the AFDC informed of station openings and closings.
4. Develop a plan for coalition financial sustainability that describes what will be done during the grant period.  Attach the plan to the progress report.
5. Organize and host at least four stakeholder meetings per year; include meeting minutes in the progress reports.
6. Meet with at least two local or state policy staff members on the benefits of alternative fuels.  Include the names and affiliations of those contacts in the progress reports.
7. Attend the National Clean Cities Conference and the Washington Day Annual Meeting.
DOE is interested in funding projects to coalitions that effectively describe a process to accomplish the seven activities listed above.  In this sub-solicitation, Clean Cities will fund up to $20,000 per project.
EVALUATION CRITERIA:  Applications submitted will be evaluated and ranked by the following criteria.
1. Commitment to conduct each of the activities described above, and probability of success as described in the narrative. (40 points)
2. Success in achieving 17% increase in AFV population in CY 03 (40 points)
3. Special consideration will be given to recipients of FY 03 coalition support grants to determine progress in meeting the grant requirements, including the requirement to submit progress reports to the appropriate regional office.  If the applicant was not a recipient of a FY03 coalition support grant, criteria 1 and 2 will be increased to 50 point each. (20 points)
Note:  If the applicant applied for and received Clean Cities rebate funding (Solicitation: EE-PS36-OOGO1O498 - $2,000/dedicated AFV), and did not award the entire amount, or did not transfer excess funding to another coalition, or did not process applications for other coalitions so that all rebate money was awarded the applicant is NOT eligible to receive coalition support funding.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 
In all cases, letters of commitment (not support) must accompany the proposal to substantiate cost share.
States must submit special project proposals for alternative fuel transportation projects in partnership with their local, officially-designated (or approved for designation) Clean Cities coalition.  
Only projects located in active, designated (or approved for designation) Clean Cities are eligible for funding.  An “active” coalition is one with a valid and approved Memorandum of Understanding with DOE.  “Approved for designation” means that DOE has authorized a designation ceremony for a coalition, making the coalition eligible to compete.

Projects are evaluated on the value of cost share, and the type of in-kind services being offered, not necessarily the total declared value of the contribution in the proposal, although the minimum requirement must be met.  For instance, in-kind services such as general office costs, which would be paid regardless of SEP funding, are valued much lower than a strictly financial contribution tied directly to the project.

If the applicant requests funding from more than one special project sub-solicitation, a separate proposal for each sub-solicitation must be submitted for evaluation.  The exception is the school bus sub-solicitation.

A final report must be submitted. States can not make final invoice payment until the final report and all project milestones have been submitted to the appropriate DOE Clean Cities Regional Office.

The performance track record of prospective grantees which have received previous grants will be taken into account. Applicants must describe the status and results of previous grants in the application.  

Exhibit 1
Clean Cities Coalition Support Cover Sheet
Project ID#:

Coalition:

Coordinator:

Coordinator Employer:

Amount Requested:


 $_________

Non-Federal Cost Share Committed:  $_________


At least 50% of non-Federal cost share is cash  
           _____  yes or no


Who is the non-Federal cost share partner?

Number of hours coordinator spends on Clean Cities weekly:
_____ hours

Number of years current coordinator has held the position: 

_____ years

Did the coalition receive a coalition support grant in 2003?

_____ yes or no


If yes, were the following requirements completed?  


Did the coalition:

· Increase AFVs by 17%




_____  yes or no

· Host at least on targeted niche market events 
in conjunction with an auto or truck manufacturer with 
the intent to sell AFVs?




_____  yes or no

· Contact with at least two new heavy-duty fleets and

 introduce them to the concept of alternative fuels?

_____  yes or no

· Bring at least two new fleets to the National Clean 
 Cities conference? 





______  yes or no

· Work toward coalition sustainability?


______  yes or no

· Host quarterly stakeholder meetings?


______  yes or no

· Meet with two state policy staff members to discuss

the benefits of alternative fuels?                                            ______  yes or no

· Attend at least two national Clean Cities events?

______  yes or no

· Invite 25 new organizations to join the coalition?

______  yes or no

· Collect all regional alternative fuel sales information?
______  yes or no

· Submit at least one progress report to the

              regional office?                                



_____   yes or no

Has the coalition received other coalition support grants?

_____   yes or no


If yes, state the years


_____  year    _____  year    _____  year    _____  year   

Did the coalition receive Clean Cities AFV rebate funding?

_____ yes or no

If yes, was the total amount funded, awarded to those

who purchased AFVs, transferred to another coalition,

or processed for another coalitions so that all rebate 

money was awarded? 





______ yes or no

