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1.   Our area of greatest interest is in open gas burners.  In the glass roadmap, energy

efficiency appears as a priority item, but the more detailed explanation

discusses computational fluid dynamics modeling of furnaces.  Do you

feel that modeling of open air gas burners with an effort to enhance

 and consistency of product is consistent with the goals

of the program?

Answer:      The glass solicitation is intended to address

production efficiency, energy efficiency, environmental performance and

innovative uses and must have a high energy efficiency component. These

technologies and practices will help reduce the gap between process energy

use and the theoretical minimum, lower production costs, reduce air and

water emissions, and increase recycling of glass wastes.  The solicitation

seeks applications for research and development projects that address the

technology priorities identified in the Glass Industry Technology Roadmap,

with specific emphasis on the topical areas indicated in the solicitation. 

Criteria number 1, having the highest points allocated to it states: Energy

benefits will be evaluated considering the potential for the proposed

technology to contribute to the reduction of the overall energy consumption

and the reduction in the use of fossil fuels in the U.S. as compared to the

current commercial technology to produce the same or similar products.

Projects are expected to yield energy savings of at least 30% over existing

glass manufacturing technology, or 1xE12 (1 trillion) BTUs per year by 2020.

Ideally, energy savings several times this amount should be obtained when

the technology is fully commercialized across the glass industry.

To the extent that any proposed concept provides energy savings and falls

within the Glass Industry Technology Roadmap priorities it will be rated

against other proposals using the solicitation criteria. 

2.
Do you have any indication whether this (or a similar) RFP will

occur again in future years.  Our working group was formed in September,

so we are a late addition to this round.

Answer:
In addition to the current request for proposals, the OIT Glass Industry of

the Future program requested proposals from industry in 1997 and 2000. 

Administration priorities and budgetary constraints make it impossible to predict whether or when a similar request for glass research proposals will be issued.  No additional glass solicitations are planned for FY 2003.  The known solicitation schedule for OIT is posted at www.oit.doe.gov.

